
IWas at the gdgt tech expo 
and feeling out of touch. powerline 
network kits? dual UsB gps car 
chargers? these aren’t the gadgets  
of my youth. I worked at a Brookstone. 

a waffle iron/alarm clock that plays hump-
back mating calls, that’s a gadget. a Free-
agent goFlex tV? that’s just a… well, it 
sort of, um… oK, I really have no idea. 

the very first booth I visited hammered home my 
Luddite status. “so, what do you guys do?” I asked a 
representative from springpad. 

“I’ll show you. do you have an iphone or a droid?”
“I have none of those things.”
and then we shared an awkward silence. 
there was only one person in 

attendance who appeared to 
understand my unease. a man 
with no companion, looking a 
bit lost, and a bit ridiculous in a 
white, skintight, electrolumi-
nescent costume. 

“hey, tron guy. What are you doing 
here?”

“I’m just here for Lenovo.”
“What do they have you doing?”
“Just standing around, bein’ tron guy.”
Not on my watch, friend. averting 

my eyes from his unfortunate spandex 
bulge, I put tron guy to work explain-
ing one of the featured products. seems 
Lenovo developed a kind of one-handed keyboard 
remote to make surfing the Web on your tV easier. 
sadly, I don’t have the Web on my tV. In fact, I 
realized, I’ve never actually seen one of tron guy’s 
Youtube videos. I’ve never even seen Tron. that’s 
when my shame spiral really started to spin. 

I don’t have the Internet on my phone. I don’t 
even have wireless! I have no dVR. My non-hd tV 
is longer than it is wide and weighs more than my 
oven. What can I do? teach me, tron guy! “What’s 
the name of this device?”

“I don’t know.”
Well, if a man dressed as a computer program 

can’t be relied on for technological expertise, that 
certainly levels the playing field. With renewed 
confidence, I wandered over to the Kodak booth to 
speak with a nervous young man about the play-
sport video camera he had submerged in a fishbowl. 
I guess being waterproof at 10 feet is impressive, 
but why would I choose the playsport over the 
playtouch, with its on-screen editing and better 

Web connectivity? “If you go scuba diving—well, 
shallow scuba diving,” he replied. 

shockingly, it appeared I was the most tech-savvy 
person in attendance. so, as a man who still listens 
to cassette tapes, I present the gdgt Best in show. 

3. scvngr, based in cambridge, is a free, location-
based app like Foursquare and gowalla. the 
difference? Rather than simply “checking in” at a 
participating location, scvngr presents you with 
challenges. Board the Fung Wah Bus, snap a picture 
of yourself making it to New York without catching 
on fire, earn a discount on your next trip. I have my 
suspicions about these apps, as my friends who use 
them don’t seem to derive any real enjoyment, but 
scvngr has two things in its favor. one, it just 

received $4 million from google 
Ventures, so you might as well get 
used to seeing it. and two, its 
21-year-old ceo dropped out of 
princeton and, according to The New 
York Times, now works 96 hours a 
week. here’s a kid who’s torching his 
youth to help others have fun. I hope 
the inevitable truckload of cash 
offers some comfort. 

2. “they come from the planet 
blõôh located in the galaxy 4210,” said 
the guy from Mimobot. Finally! 
something I can understand. Based in 
allston, Mimobot makes flash drives 
designed to look like characters from 

Hello Kitty, Star Wars and more. the flash drives 
come with an amusing backstory, but they don’t 
really do anything besides store data. Is it silly? Yes. 
do I want a $40 c-3po? Yup. 

1. another free app, the Woburn-based heyWire 
allows you to text or chat with anyone around the 
world at no cost. With streamlined connectivity, 
you can be reached simultaneously by phone, 
Facebook, IM, smoke signal, whatever. “so I can 
never hide?” I asked the rep. “You’re not the first 
person to say that,” he confessed. 

 at what price, privacy? about $120 sounds 
right, which is what my abacus tells me I’d save if I 
cut texting from my phone plan. With an extra 
$120, maybe I could upgrade to a smartphone and 
actually use these programs. or I could go to 
Brookstone and buy three Rc helicopters and an 
electronic bottle opener. When it comes to gadgets, 
I’m a purist. CCC
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bad 
lieut.

to the dRUNK 
oFF-dUtY cop at 
FeNWaY paRK:

I’ve been in law enforcement for 
15 years, and I was sitting one 
row away when you embar-
rassed our profession. You were 
drunk, loud and obnoxious all 
game long. then the 130-pound 
security guard came to kick you 
out. You pulled out your badge 
and told him you would “bash 
his head in.” [Next] the Bpd 
came, and you decided it was 
time to leave. they should’ve 
arrested you instead of kicking 
you out! I can only hope the 
chief of your police department 
sees this and realizes what he 
has on his hands!	 																																																	
	 	 	 														Anonymous

To	the	woman	looking	for	a	
gentleman:
Yes, it’s difficult to find a 
gentleman today. a culture of 
men and women who have no 
self-respect has all but 
destroyed chivalry. You have a 
music culture that calls women 
“bitches” and “whores.” [But] I 
can assure you there are still 
some gentlemen out there. I con-
tinue to be one, although 
it’s not appreciated. Real men 
open doors for women and still 
pay for the date. 																																																							

	 	 	 													A	gentleman

To	the	rude	lady	on	the	
stress-free	cruise:
thanks for making my stress- 
free cruise stressful. No, I  
didn’t take your towel. I didn’t 
appreciate your rude behavior 
and only gave you my towel to 
try to get you away from me. try 
a few less mimosas and a lot 
more class. Next time you want 
to relax, do everyone a favor 
and stay home.		 												
	 	 	 						Stressed	sailor

Unrequited crush? Bad hair? Need to vent?  
Send your e-mails of love and spleen to  
impersonals@improper.com, or visit  
improper.com/impersonals.Send your stories and suggestions to nick@improper.com.

                 { nick altschuller }

inspector GadGet
Technophobia? There’s an app for that.

Don’t blame 
me. I just 
work here.

† Read more at
improper.com/
blogs.


